
January 2021 Events by Week
January, Week 1 (1/7-1/13)

• Congress certifies the Electoral College results early Thursday morning (1/7). Vice President Mike Pence officially declares Joe Biden the winner at 3:41am EST.
• Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao resigns citing, “traumatic and entirely avoidable” violence at the Capitol. Education Secretary Betsy DeVos also resigns.
• U.S. employers cut 140,000 jobs in December as the pandemic rages on.
• Twitter permanently suspends President Trump’s account.
• On Wednesday (1/13), President Trump is impeached a second time with 10 Republicans joining Democrats in the House in a vote of 232 yes, 197 no, and 4 not voting.
• On Wednesday (1/13), the U.S. has just over 23 million cases of COVID-19 and 384,343 deaths.  Worldwide, there are 92.2 million cases and 1,976,192 deaths.

January, Week 2 (1/14-1/20)
• Former Michigan governor Rick Snyder and eight others are criminally charged related to the Flint water crisis.
• On Friday (1/15), the U.S. Justice Department announces the opening of more than 300 investigations into participants in the Capitol riot.
• Russia detains Kremlin critic and opposition leader Alexei Navalny after he lands at a Moscow airport.
• On Monday (1/18 the MLK Holiday), the U.S. passes 400,000 Coronavirus deaths and on Tuesday night Joe Biden and Kamala Harris attend an event where 400 lights are placed around the reflecting pool of 

the Lincoln memorial to remember those who have perished.
• On Tuesday (1/19), President Trump issues last minute pardons to 143 people, including former aide Steve Bannon.
• On Wednesday (1/20), at noon on the west steps of the U.S. Capitol, Joe Biden becomes the nation’s 46th president and Kamala Harris is sworn-in as Vice President.
• On Wednesday (1/20), the U.S. has just over 24.4 million cases of COVID-19 and 406,001 deaths.  Worldwide: 96.8 million cases and 2,073,866 deaths.

January, Week 3 (1/21-1/27)
• Two suicide bombings at a Baghdad market kill at least 32 people and injure over 100 others. Isis claims responsibility for the attacks.
• Another 1.8 million people file unemployment claims last week. 16 million Americans are now collecting unemployment.
• On Friday (1/22), Baseball home run king Hank Aaron dies at age 83.
• On Monday (1/25), Democratic impeachment managers carry papers from the House to the Senate for a trial to begin on February 9.
• Denver-based Dominion Voting Systems is seeking 1.3 billion dollars in a defamation lawsuit against Rudy Giuliani and others for false claims related to the election.
• President Biden says the government is buying 200 million more COVID-19 vaccines as states complain about the scarce supply.
• On Wednesday (1/27),  the U.S. has 25.6 million cases of COVID-19 and 430,167 deaths.  Worldwide: 100.95 million cases and 2,180,718 deaths.

January, Week 4 (1/28-2/3)
• Game Stop trading causes stock gyrations due to a tug of war between amateur day traders on Reddit and the professional managers of Wall Street hedge funds.
• The pandemic has had a profound economic impact on women in the U.S. with female unemployment hitting double figures this past year for the first time since 1948.
• Putin critic Alexei Navalny is sentenced to 3.5 years in prison, sparking weekend protests in Russia with 4,000 people arrested for supporting the detained opposition leader.
• In Myanmar, the military successfully launches a coup after detaining civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi and her top officials.
• President Biden signs 28 Executive Orders during his two weeks in office. The previous record was FDR signing 30 in his first month.
• On Wednesday (2/3), the U.S. has over 26.5 million cases of COVID-19 and 450,681 deaths.  Worldwide: Over 104 million cases and 2,268,678 deaths.
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